The purpose of this note is to give a concise proof of a comparison theorem for selfadjoint, second order elliptic equations which yields stronger results than those previously derived in [l] (Here, aix) = + oo is used to denote the boundary condition v = 0.) It is further assumed that all coefficients and D are sufficiently regular so that this extremal function is a solution of (1) in the classical sense.
The purpose of this note is to give a concise proof of a comparison theorem for selfadjoint, second order elliptic equations which yields stronger results than those previously derived in [l], [2] and [3] . All coefficients and domains are to be sufficiently smooth so that the variational techniques of Courant [4] can be applied. Specifically, it is assumed that the first eigenfunction of the selfadjoint boundary value problem " a / dv\ 
